






T H E F O U R T E E N F R AG R A N C E FA M I L I E S ©

CITRUS The complete spectrum of tangy zesty citrus fruits.

FRUITY Ripe berries and a mix of tropical and temperate fruits on a bed of flowers.

GREEN The odours of nature, such as green leaves, cucumbers and cut peppers.

WATER Marine, ozonic influences, rock pools, seaweeds.

FLORAL Single note florals to complex ikebana bouquets.

SOFT FLORALS Florals with an aldehydic (think “snuffed-out” wax candle) character.

FLORAL ORIENTALS Florals with spicy, powdery notes.

SOFT ORIENTAL Floral Orientals modified with amber incense and vanillic notes.

ORIENTAL Sensual heavier blends of resins and exotic florals.

WOODY ORIENTAL Orientals modified by woody notes.

WOODS Fragrances with an underlying and dominant woody theme
mainly of harmonies of cedar, patchouli, pine, sandalwood and
vetiver but with novel exotics included in modern fragrances.

MOSSY WOODS Perfumes built around a Chypre, a special accord in perfumery
which consists normally of citrus notes with a floral heart,
oakmoss and frequently labdanum.

DRY WOODS Leathery, smoky, tobacco notes often with core wood of cedar.

AROMATIC Fougéres- based on the fantasy aroma of fern, and composed
of accords of lavender with florals, spices and woods.

P E R F U M E C O M P O S I T I O N

Perfumes are complex mixes of aroma chemistry. The fourteen families
are based on the core character of the fragrances, which are modified
by other notes in the head, heart and soul, and allow easy classification.

Essentially it’s all about volatility, a physical characteristic of the
aroma wanting to lift from the fragrance and be perceived by the
perfume wearer. Head notes are highly volatile, and in the “dry down”
of a fragrance (its aromatic development over time) last around half
an hour. Heart notes are more lasting, disappearing over around four
hours. Soul notes are more tenacious and develop over the whole day.

Perhaps one useful analogy in terms of the depth and range of
fragrance notes is musical composition. For the keyboard, woodwind
and strings of an orchestra read head notes, for the brass read Heart
notes and imagine percussion as the soul notes. In the same way as the
combination of orchestral instruments produce a symphony in sound,
a bouquet of aromas produces its symphony of odiferous experience.
As Beethoven’s Fifth symphony is identified and carried along its length
by the recognisable “de de de der” of notes, a fragrance carries its
characteristic identity stamp throughout its ephemeral lifetime.
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Head Notes
Bergamot, Lavender

Heart Notes
Rose, Violet, Heliotrope, Orris, Lily of the Valley

Soul Notes
Sandalwood, Vanilla , Hawthorn Blossom
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Female Eau de Parfum
F L O R A L

Night Star is a celebration of bouquet aromas
which has a floral heart consisting of rose

blended with violet and Lily of the Valley (Muguet)
broadened by citrus and herbal notes whilst
simultaneously deepened by an embracing

combination of woody notes with a suffusion
of powdery vanilla and Mayflower.

Created by perfumer Christopher Sheldrake,
formerly of Givaudan SA, now with Chanel.



THE FRAGRANCE FAMILIES AND THE SCENT S OF TIME RANGE
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A N K H EDP

TUTANKHAMEN’S
AROMA OF INTRIGUE

Family: WOODY ORIENTAL

In the same family:
Dune (Dior), Samsara (Guerlain),
Euphoria (Calvin Klein), Prada.

N I G H T S TA R EDP

FRAGRANCE
OF THE FUTURE

Family: FLORAL

In the same family:
Anais Anais (Cacharel), Beige (Chanel),
Eternity (Calvin Klein), Giorgio
(Giorgio Beverley Hills), XO Woman
(Ted Baker), Honeysuckle and Jasmine
(Jo Malone).

C H R I S M EDP*

THE DIVINE
JUICE

Family: DRY WOODS

In the same family:
Bvlgari Black (Bvlgari), Cabochard
(Gres), Bandit (Piguet), Aromatics Elixir
(Clinique), Montana Parfum de Peau.

M A Y A EDP

MY S TIC SCENT
OF THE AMERIC AS

Family: SOFT ORIENTAL

In the same family:
Coco (Chanel), Opium (YSL),
Ambre Sultan (Serge Lutens/Shiseido),
Youth Dew (Estee Lauder).

N E N Ú F A R EDP

THE SACRED SCENT
OF CLEOPATRA

Family: WATER

In the same family:
L’eau D’Issey d’ete (Issey Miyake),
Polo Sport Woman (Ralph Lauren),
Sunflowers (Elizabeth Arden),
Escape (Calvin Klein).

P Y X I S EDP

THE LOS T PERFUME
OF POMPEII

Family: MOSSY WOODS

In the same family:
Miss Dior Cherie (Dior),
Gucchi Rush (Gucchi),
For Her (Narciso Rodriguez),
Mitsouko (Guerlain).
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*Chrism to be launched in 2010

F R U I T Y


